
PROCEEDS OFTHE MEETING OFTHE FERN TOWN BOARD

October 14,2024

Chairman Erwin catted the meeting to order at7:OO PM. Atso present were Supervisor Drewa,

Supervisor Saak, Treasurer Demko, Deputy Cterk Batte and Cterk De Ctark.

Constituents present were Tom Bedford, Ctyde Rasmussen, Deb Rodman, Ha[ and Kathy Thede,

Peter Geracke, Bob Wahtters, Wayne Sorenson, Brian Kranz, Lynn Schuttz, John & Dawn Vretenar,

Chartie Schrock, Bitt Degroot, Mike Lefevre, Rick Knepper, Pat Wolosynski, Dave Lefevre, Pau[ Batte,

Christy Wotoszyn, At Robinson, Brian Janson, Ottie Torgetson, Tom and David Buechet.

Asenda
Moved by Supervisor Drewa to approve the agenda.
Motion seconded by Supervisor Saak.
Motion carried, with atl, voting'Aye" on a voice vote.

Minutes
Moved by Supervisor Drewa to approve the town minutes from October 14,2O24.
Motion seconded by Supervisor Saak.
Motion carried, with att voting'Aye" on a voice vote.

Treasurer's Monthty Report
Treasurer Demko presented the monthty Treasurer's Report which incl.uded account batances and
interest rates.
Moved by Supervisor Saak to approve the agenda.
Motion seconded by Supervisor Drewa.
Motion carried, with att voting'Aye" on a voice vote.

Monthty Bitts
Moved by Supervisor Saak to approve the agenda.
Motion seconded by Supervisor Drewa.
Motion carried, with att voting'Aye" on a voice vote.

Correspondence
There was no correspondence to review.

Wake Boat Ordinance
Constituent Lefevre, the president of the Patton Lake association, turned the issue over to
constituent Torgelson the director. He stated that the association needs hetp with Patton Lake. He

said it is a pristine lake and has very littte invasive issues. The association exists to monitor the [ake.
The DNR has stated that the lake water quatity is in the top 25o/o for the best water quatity.

Constituent Torgetson stated that wake boats pose a great threat to the environment and for
invasive species entering the take. The boats cannot be drained between use which increases the
threat. The huge wakes they produce endangers the shoreline, boat [andings, pads, etc.



The association is asking the towns of Fern and Florence to protect att takes in the towns by
approving the ordinance they are presenting. The constituents with take property can monitor the
situation and report any ordinance viotations. Vitas County has instatted such an ordinance, and
the first violation resutts in a warning and any subsequent violations results in a $500 for each
offense. lf a take resident sees a viotation happening, they shoutd video tape the offender and turn
it over to the sheriff's office to issue the warning or fine.

Chairman Erwin thanked constituent Torgelson for his comments.

Supervisor Saak asked if there was legistation for the acreage size of a take for using wake boats.
Constituent Torgetson stated that the minimum is 1500 acres inctuding depth and distance f rom
shore. They must be at least seven hundred acres from shore and the depth must be at teast thirty
feet.

Chairman Erwin stated that Florence must approve the ordinance too because severaI of the lakes
are shared property. He proposed that we accept the ordinance, but Florence needs to approve it
for both Patten and Keyes Lakes. Constituent Torgetson stated that they want the ordinance for at[
four lakes in the town of Fern.

Constituent Robinson asked if this woutd inctude jet skis. Constituent Torgetson stated that no it
woutd not inctude jet skis. The ordinance prevents not just wake boats but wake activity.

Moved by Chairman Erwin to adopt the wake boat ordinance.
Motion seconded by Supervisor Drewa.
Motion carried, with att voting'Aye" on a voice vote.

An ordinance sign wit[ need to be posted at each [ake.

Supervisor Drewa asked constituent Torgetson to tet the board know what the town of Ftorence
decides to do about the issue.

UTVAUOrdinance
Constituent Knepper stated that they are trying to imptement a county wide ordinance for the
posted speed for UTVs and ATV's to be 35 mph.

Moved by Supervisor Saakto approve the UVAW ordinance.
Motion seconded by Supervisor Drewa.
Motion carried, with atL voting "Aye" on a voice vote.

Budpet MeetinE Date
The budget meeting was set for October 28,2A24, at 7:00 pm

Moved by Supervisor Saak to approve the budget meeting date and time.
Motion seconded by Supervisor Drewa.
Motion carried, with att voting'Aye" on a voice vote.



Board Member Comme-nts
Supervisor Drewa asked if the dump use cards had been distributed yet. Chairman Erwins stated
that they witt be sent out with the taxes in January.

Constituent Concerns
Constituent Wotoszyn spoke regarding the referendum for the renewal for the schooI that witl. be on
the November 5, 2A24, battot. lf anyone has any questions they can catl or email her.

Constituent Krans stated that the property owners are upset about the togging on the town roads.
He asked if there is an ordinance for the Loggers having to repair the roads after using them for
hauting out the togs. Chairman Erwin stated that there is not an ordinance for this.

Constituent Krans presented an ordinance that he had written for the town to consider. The

ordinance assures that the taxpayer is not tiabte for any damage repairs to the roads done by the
loggers. The ordinance requires the loggers to pay for any necessary repairs.

Chairman Erwin stated that Stu Borne had guaranteed they woutd repair the roads after hauling out
the togs. Constituent Torgetson stated that this shoutd be in writing not just a verbaI agreement.

The ordinance wilt be reviewed by the board and the issue was tabted untit the November board
meeting.

Adjourn
Moved by Supervisor Saak to adjourn.
Motion seconded by Supervisor Drewa.

Respectfutty submitted by,

Patti De Ctark
Town Cterk



AGENDA
NOTICE

To attendees of board meetings of the Town of Fem board. The Town of Fem board encourages and

invites public participation in matters relating to the governance ofthe Town of Fem. Nevertheless,

for purposes of conducting orderly meetings, persons who attend Town of Fern board meetings will
be limited to speaking only during the agenda item listed as Constituents' concems. Occasionally,
public comment may be allowed during discussion of other agenda items. These items will have a

statement to that effect. Thank you for your cooperation.

The Town of Fern Board will meet Monday November 11,2024, at 7:00 PM at the Town of Fem
town hall with the following agenda:

Call meeting to order.
Roll call.
Approval ofagenda.
Consideration and approval of minutes of the meeting of October 14,2024.
Consideration and approval of Treasurer's report.

Consideration and approval and paying of bills.
Review of correspondence.
Discussion and consideration ofposting wake boat ordinance.
Update on the countywide ordinance for a 35-mph speed limit on four wheelers and side by
sides.

10. Discussion and consideration of placing in effect an ordinance on logging.
10. Board member cornments"
1 1. Constituent's concerns.
12. Matters for next agenda.

i3. Adjournment.
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